
 

 
 

 

Subject  History  

ILP   Matthew Hopkins’ Guide to Catching Witches  

Week set:  18  

Duration:  1-2 hours (over two weeks)  
  

Hand in:  20  
  

Instructions:  Year 8 History Homework: Matthew Hopkins’ Guide to Catching Witches! 🧙‍♀️🔥  

Task:  
You are Matthew Hopkins, the Witchfinder General, and your job is to create a 
leaflet titled:  
"Matthew Hopkins’ Guide to Catching Witches!"  

Your leaflet should be persuasive and dramatic, convincing people that witches are 
a serious threat and explaining how to identify, catch, and punish them in 17th-
century England.  

What to include in your leaflet:  

          How to Spot a Witch  

• What signs should people look for?  

• What suspicious behavior might they notice?  

• What physical signs might witches have (e.g., Devil’s marks)?  

⚠ Why Witches Are Dangerous  

• What terrible things do witches do?  

• How do they harm people, crops, or animals?  

• Why must they be stopped?  

🕵 How to Prove Someone Is a Witch  

• What ‘tests’ or ‘trials’ does Hopkins use? (e.g., swimming test, 
pricking test)  

• How do these tests ‘prove’ guilt?  

• How does Hopkins decide who is a witch?  

      The Law on Witches  

• What punishment do witches face?  

• What happens if someone is accused?  

• What laws exist about witchcraft in 17th-century England?  

🖼 Extra Features to Include:  

     A catchy title and dramatic slogans (e.g., “Beware! Witches Walk Among Us!”)  



Y8 Independent Learning Task 
 

     Drawings or images (e.g., witches, trials, warning signs)  

     Persuasive language – write as though you truly believe in witches!  

     A warning to the public – What should they do if they suspect a witch?  

Presentation:  

• Your leaflet should be creative and eye-catching.  

• It can be handwritten or typed.  

• Use bold headings and bullet points to make it easy to read.  

Skills:  Cause and consequence / Historical Interpretations   

Marking 
schema:  

Leaflets will be marked with written feedback. The feedback will comment on the 
range of specific knowledge of the lives of the English witch craze as well as level the 
creativity of the leaflet and the level of detail and organisation.   

Additional 
guidance or 
help:  

If you have any question, please speak to your history teacher. You can get paper 
from your teacher if you need it.   
  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3jb3j6/revision/6  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Hopkins  
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