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Instructio Year 7 History Homework: Build Your Own Castle!
ns:

Task:
Imagine you are one of William the Conqueror’s noblemen. As a reward for your loyal
service at the Battle of Hastings (1066), William has given you land in England. But there’s a

catch... §J %

You must build a castle to show your power and help control the local people — but the King
has set strict rules on what your castle must include!

Your task is to create a detailed plan or design for your castle and write an explanation
about its key features.

What to include in your work:
1. Features of a Motte and Bailey Castle

e Draw and label a detailed diagram of your castle.
e Include important parts such as:
o The motte (hill)
o The bailey (courtyard)
o The palisade (wooden fence)
o The keep (strongest tower)
o The drawbridge and ditch/moat
e Explain how these features help protect the castle from attack.

2. Why Are Castles Important to William?
e  Explain why William ordered castles to be built across England.
e How did they help control the country after his victory?
e How do they help noblemen like you keep order?

% 3. The Different Uses of Medieval Castles

e  (astles were not just for fighting! What other important roles did they
have? (e.g., home for nobles, law courts, storehouses)
e  Explain how your castle will help you as a nobleman.

& 4. How Did Castles Change Over Time?




e  Early castles were made of wood, but later castles were built from stone.
e Explain why stone castles replaced motte and bailey castles.
e How did castle designs improve over time?

Presentation:

Draw and label a castle diagram or create a model.

Write in clear sections using subheadings for each part.
Use full sentences and historical vocabulary.

Be creative — make it look like a real medieval castle plan!

Skills: Change and continuity
Marking Marked according to a set of rules that must be met for a Norman Castle;
schema: 1. a moat around the outside (can be dry or filled with water) 2. a wooden

palisade (fence) or stone curtain wall, just inside the moat, surrounding a
bailey (a protected area in the middle) 3. a gatehouse in the wall (the only
entrance to the bailey) 4. a strong stone keep in the bailey (a tall, square
tower, with only one entrance) 5. wooden buildings in the bailey with
thatched or tiled roofs — somewhere for people to sleep, a kitchen, a barn, a
forge for a blacksmith, and stables for horses.

Additional | Speak to your class teacher if you have any questions or concerns. You can
guidance use the work you have done (and lesson resources) from lessons 9-11 in your
or help: books and Google Classroom.
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/learn/teaching-
resources/1066-design-your-own-norman-castle pevensey-castle-teachers-

kit ks3-4.pdf
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