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Subject History 

ILP #1 Design a WW1 memorial  

Week set:  

Duration: 1 hour 

Hand in:  
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Instructions: 
Task: 
The First World War (1914–1918) caused huge loss of life and had a 
lasting impact on families, communities, and nations. After the war, 
many memorials were built to remember those who had died. Your task 
is to design your own WW1 memorial. 

Your memorial should have a clear focus (e.g., remembering fallen 
soldiers, honouring local people who served, showing the tragedy of 
war, or celebrating peace). 
You can present your design as a drawing with labels or, if you want to 
go further, as a 3D model. 

What to include in your work: 

1. The Design of Your Memorial 

• Draw and label your memorial clearly. 
• Think about shape, size, and materials (stone, bronze, wood, 

etc.). 
• Decide whether it is a statue, an arch, a cross, a wall, a garden, 

or something else. 

2. The Meaning Behind It 

• Explain why you chose this design. 
• What message does your memorial send to people who see it? 
• Does it focus on sacrifice, grief, peace, pride, or something else? 

3. Who Is Remembered? 

• Is your memorial for all soldiers, local people from your 
town/village, or specific groups (e.g., nurses, volunteers, 
animals)? 

• Explain why you chose this group to focus on. 

4. Inscriptions and Symbols 

• Write an inscription (short piece of writing) that could appear on 
the memorial. 

• Use powerful words or phrases (e.g., “Lest We Forget”). 
• Include symbols such as poppies, crosses, laurel wreaths, or 

doves – explain their meaning. 

Presentation: 
- Draw and clearly label your memorial design (or create a small 
model). 
- Write short explanations for each part using full sentences and 
historical vocabulary. 
- Be creative – make it look like a real WW1 memorial that could stand 
in a town or village today. 
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Skills: 
What subject specific skills are being developed by this task? 
 

•  Creativity & Design: Ability to imagine and design a memorial with 
clear features. 

•  Historical Understanding: Showing knowledge of WW1 
remembrance and symbolism. 

•  Explanation & Justification: Explaining why certain design choices 
(shape, symbols, inscriptions) were made. 

•  Focus & Interpretation: Choosing who or what to remember and 
giving reasons. 

•  Communication: Presenting ideas clearly in drawings, labels, and 
written explanations. 



Y9 Independent Learning Task 
 

Marking 
schema: 

Your memorial homework will be marked on the following areas: 

1. Design & Creativity (0–5 marks) 

• 0–1: Very simple design, little detail. 
• 2–3: Clear design with some labelling or creativity shown. 
• 4–5: Detailed, imaginative design with thoughtful features that 

stand out. 

2. Explanation of Meaning (0–5 marks) 

• 0–1: No explanation given. 
• 2–3: Some explanation of choices, but limited detail. 
• 4–5: Clear and thoughtful explanation showing strong 

understanding of symbolism and message. 

3. Focus of Remembrance (0–5 marks) 

• 0–1: No clear focus (who or what the memorial remembers is 
missing). 

• 2–3: Some mention of who is remembered. 
• 4–5: Clear focus chosen, with a good explanation of why. 

4. Inscriptions & Symbols (0–5 marks) 

• 0–1: Missing inscription/symbols. 
• 2–3: Some attempt at inscription or symbolism. 
• 4–5: Powerful inscription and well-chosen symbols explained 

clearly. 

5. Presentation & Effort (0–5 marks) 

• 0–1: Untidy, rushed, incomplete. 
• 2–3: Reasonably clear and presented with some care. 
• 4–5: Well-presented, neat, and clearly a strong effort. 

Mark Bands 

• 21–25 marks: Outstanding – creative, thoughtful, and very well 
explained. 

• 16–20 marks: Good – clear design and explanations with some 
strong features. 

• 11–15 marks: Satisfactory – some detail and explanation, but 
limited in places. 

• 6–10 marks: Basic – minimal effort or incomplete explanations. 
• 0–5 marks: Very limited – task not really completed. 
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Additional 
guidance or 
help: 

 
• WW1 memorial info sheet 
• https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/ww1-memorials/ 
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I_memorials 
• https://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials 
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