
WW1 Memorials in the UK 🕊 
After the First World War (1914–1918), almost every town, village, and city in Britain 
created a memorial. They were built to remember the dead, comfort grieving families, and 
remind future generations of the sacrifices made. 

Here are some common types of memorials you might see: 

1. War Memorial Crosses  

• Simple stone crosses built in towns and villages. 
• Represent sacrifice and Christian tradition. 
• Example: Celtic crosses in villages across Wales and Scotland. 

2. Cenotaphs (Empty Tombs)  

• Large stone monuments shaped like a tomb but with no body inside. 
• Symbolise the soldiers who never came home. 
• Famous example: The Cenotaph in Whitehall, London. 

3. Memorial Arches & Gateways  

• Built as impressive arches or gateways. 
• Symbolise entry into a place of memory. 
• Example: The Menin Gate, Ypres (Belgium) – with the names of missing soldiers. 

4. Soldier Statues  

• Statues of soldiers, often standing with their heads bowed and rifles reversed. 
• Represent mourning, bravery, and loss. 
• Common in small towns and villages. 

5. Rolls of Honour & Name Plaques  

• Plaques or panels listing the names of local people who died. 
• Often found inside churches, schools, or town halls. 
• Help families see their loved ones remembered. 

6. Memorial Gardens & Parks 🌹 

• Peaceful green spaces with trees, flowers, and benches. 
• Symbolise life, peace, and reflection. 
• Example: Peace Gardens in Sheffield. 

7. Other Memorials  

• Some memorials remember specific groups: 
o Animals (e.g., horses, dogs, pigeons used in war). 



o Nurses and medical staff. 
o Particular regiments of the army. 

Common Features of WW1 Memorials 
• Inscriptions: Short, powerful phrases such as “Lest We Forget” or “Their Name 

Liveth For Evermore”. 
• Symbols: 

o Poppies = remembrance. 
o Laurel wreaths = honour and victory. 
o Doves = peace. 
o Crosses = sacrifice 

Think about: 

• What type of memorial do you want to design? 
• Will it be simple or dramatic? 
• Who will it remember? 
• What message should it leave for future generations? 

 


