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Instructions:

The Isle of Man in WW2

The Isle of Man played an interesting and sometimes surprising role in
the Second World War (1939-1945). Use this sheet to help start your
research for your homework project.

1. Military Connections ®

e Many men and women from the Isle of Man joined the British
armed forces.

e There were military training sites and coastal defences on the
island.

e Think about: Which branches of the military were present?
Were any local soldiers notable for their service?

2. Everyday Life on the Island =

o Islanders experienced rationing, blackout regulations, and other
wartime restrictions.

e Local communities had to adapt to shortages and uncertainty.

e Think about: How might life have changed for children,
families, or businesses during the war?

3. Internment Camps -

e The Isle of Man became famous for housing internment camps
for “enemy aliens” (people from Germany, Austria, or Italy
living in Britain).

e Camps held thousands of men, women, and even children at
different times.

e Think about: Who was interned? What were conditions like?
How did the local population react?

4. Economic & Social Impact ®

e The war affected jobs, farming, shipping, and tourism on the
island.

e Some industries grew, while others were disrupted.

e Think about: Did the war bring lasting changes to the Isle of
Man’s society or economy?

Tips for Research

o Start with trusted websites, books, or encyclopedias about WW2
and the Isle of Man.

o Take notes under each section you are researching.

e You can include pictures, maps, or drawings to illustrate your
work.
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e Remember: you do not have to cover all four areas — choose the
ones that interest you most.

Guiding Questions

e Why was the Isle of Man chosen for internment camps?

o How did locals respond to having camps and military activity on
the island?

e What aspects of daily life were most affected by the war?

e How might the island have been different if WW2 hadn’t
happened?
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Skills:

¢ Research Skills: Gathering relevant historical information from a
variety of sources.

e Analytical Skills: Identifying important events, people, or changes
on the Isle of Man.

e Explanation & Reasoning: Explaining causes, effects, and
significance of events.

¢ Organisation & Communication: Presenting information clearly
using headings, sections, and visual aids.

¢ Focus & Selection: Choosing which areas to research and prioritising
key information.

¢ Creativity & Presentation: Using diagrams, pictures, or layout to
make the work engaging and understandable.
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Marking
schema:

1. Historical Content (0—5 marks)

e 0-1: Very little information; mostly general WW?2 facts.

e 2-3: Some relevant information about the Isle of Man, but
incomplete or limited.

e 4-5: Clear, accurate, and detailed information about the Isle of
Man’s role in WW2.

2. Focus & Relevance (0-5 marks)

e (0-1: Little or no focus; unrelated information.

e 2-3: Some focus on chosen areas, but connections are weak.

e 4-5: Well-focused work; clearly addresses chosen topics and is
relevant throughout.

3. Explanation & Understanding (0—5 marks)

e 0-1: No explanation of why events happened or their impact.

e 2-3: Some explanation of events or consequences, but limited.

e 4-5: Clear understanding shown; explanations of causes, effects,
and significance are included.

4. Presentation & Organisation (0—5 marks)

e 0-1: Untidy, hard to follow.

e 2-3: Some structure; headings or sections used.

e 4-5: Well-organised, neat, logical structure, easy to read; use of
headings, pictures, or diagrams where appropriate.

5. Effort & Creativity (0—5 marks)

e 0-1: Minimal effort; little thought or care.

e 2-3: Some effort shown; partially creative or engaging.

e 4-5: Clear evidence of effort; creative and engaging presentation
of research.

Total: 25 marks
Mark Bands

e 21-25: Outstanding — detailed, clear, and well-presented
research.

e 16-20: Good — good detail and mostly clear explanations.

e 11-15: Satisfactory — some useful information but limited in
depth.

e 6-10: Basic — minimal content or unclear explanations.

e 0-5: Very limited — work incomplete or off-topic.
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Additional
guidance or
help:

https://manxnationalheritage.im/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Life-on-the-Home-Front-during-
the-Second-World-War-Teachers-Notes.pdf

https://culturevannin.im/watchlisten/videos/world-war-two-
-the-isle-of-man-411483/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-isle-of-man-
36906504

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/the-isle-of-man-
and-the-d-day-landings-6-june-1944-manx-national-
heritage/eQWxZRzKnSavPg?hl=en

https://www.maps.org.im/archives/maps/research/wartime-
facts

https://www.imuseum.im/douglas-promenade-second-
world-war-internment-on-the-isle-of-man/
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