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Mathematics

ILT #5 Mathematician Biography

Approximately 1 hour

Choose a mathematician to research and create an informative and engaging biography.

Include key facts about their life and education, explain their main mathematical
contributions, describe challenges they faced and how they overcame them, and explain
how their work has impacted the world.

Present the biography in an interesting and creative way.
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This task develops students' ability to:
® Research and information literacy — locating, selecting and summarising useful

¢ Mathematical communication — explaining mathematical ideas and contributions

e Critical thinking — deciding which facts and achievements are most significant.

e Organisation — structuring information into a coherent life story.

e Creativity — choosing an engaging format and presentation style.

¢ Independence — planning, completing and checking a sustained research task.

¢ Reflection and cultural awareness — recognising how people, perseverance and context
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Checklist: choose a mathematician; find key facts about their life and education; explain
their main mathematical contributions; describe challenges they faced and how they
overcame them; explain the impact of their work; present the biography creatively.

Possible mathematicians include Ada Lovelace, Alan Turing, Katherine Johnson, Srinivasa
Ramanujan, Euclid, Maryam Mirzakhani, Archimedes and Emmy Noether.

Presentation ideas include a poster, fact file/leaflet, digital presentation, booklet, photo

collage or video.

Level Up: create a timeline; explain why their contributions still matter today; include and
explain a quotation; or compare their ideas with another mathematician.
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